
Dear Parents and Guardians of Chilton Elementary School Students, 

 
In the 35 years I have been in the Chilton District – I never envisioned having to write a 
letter like this.  I know the past days have been emotional and overwhelming for all of 
us.  Everyone has had to change plans, make new plans and make sure they have 
enough toilet paper! Teachers are also really struggling with not being able to see their 
students every day and emotions are running high. They are teachers because they love 
children and are passionate about helping them learn and grow. There have been tears 
and worries and wishes for “just give me ‘my’ kids back”.   

Elementary education is somewhat different than the older grade levels in that so much 
of the learning is hands on with modeling, manipulatives and learning by doing with 
teacher guidance and prompting toward skill mastery. This type of educational experience 
is more of a challenge to offer online and teachers have been working hard to adapt what 
they do in a classroom to a “packet” or virtual/online experience. Teachers are also having 
to learn the technology behind the platforms needed to deliver online learning as this is 
not typically part of an elementary education, especially at the younger grades.  Please 
understand that this is very new for many of our teachers and they are learning by doing 
– they will not be perfect at it to start – but they are trying their best – please be forgiving 
and supportive of their efforts.   

The guidance from the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) and the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) has been changing daily and we have been working on plans to move 
forward that have then also changed daily.  Thank you for your patience and support as 
we continue to figure out and problem solve how best to continue your child’s education 
over the next weeks.  At this time, weekly packets will be provided for 4K-1st grade 
students – mailed to their home.  Teachers will be in contact with their students about 
other resources.  For grades 2-4, learning will be provided online.  Enrichment and 
enhancement learning will continue until April 3rd and new learning with specific content 
objectives will begin on April 6th.  Some teachers may already be requesting replies back 
or asking for some activities to be completed – this is a test of technology, practice with 
platforms, and a way of keeping in touch with their students.  

Teachers will be available daily from 8:00am -3:00pm on scheduled school days to help 
and assist parents/students with any questions or concerns. They can be reached by 
email or you can call school and we will transfer your call– you can leave a message for 
them to call you back.  All of your child’s teachers will all be reaching out to you in some 
way - including their support teachers and specialist teachers. 

ANY child in the community can receive the free meals - call the office and let us know 
where you would like to pick it up or complete the survey (on the district web page) - 
choices are the library, the elementary school, and Brothertown. The meal includes a 
lunch and a breakfast for the next day. 



We are all in this together – my phrases lately have been – “it is what it is” – “one day at 
a time” and “this too shall pass”. The Chilton community is resilient and by supporting and 
continuing to be kind and compassionate toward each other - we will become even 
stronger. 

Thank you to all who have reached out to staff and teachers with words of encouragement 
and support. They are appreciated more than you know. If I can help or assist you in any 
way or if you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

I wish you well! 

Pam Schuster 
CES Principal 

 


